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Proper Ideas of “Rule of Law” and
Law-related Education in the
“New Governance”: Considering
the Development of “Soft Law”
and its Application

I-Ming Liao’
Abstract

The concept of “rule of law” and law-related education have often
been criticized as too narrow, as being limited to only citizen compli-
ance to rule, but not government. Since it appears to be lacking in hu-
mane concerns, this leads to a sternly cool and unmoved citizenship.
This article argues that under the present development of “New Gov-
ernance”, it is indispensable to reinvent the concept of “rule of law” and
the core value of law-related education. Based on the understanding of
contents, conditions and practices of “soft law”, which is a very impor-
tant symbol of “New Governance”, this article suggests that under the
expansion of “New Governance”, the purpose of the “rule of law”
should be to establish mutual trust between government and citizenry,

so that they are able to learn and collaborate with each other. The re-
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newal of the core value of law-related education should be to teach all

actors how to share responsibility with one another.

Keywords: New Governance, Soft Law, Rule of Law, Law-Related

Education
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