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The Standards for Designating
Urban Renewal Areas or
Renewal Units

Chen-Ling Wang’
Abstract

In order to ensure that those lands and buildings be included
within the designated scope in which owners do not agree to renew, the
implementation of urban renewal shall be a public interest. According
to Article 11 of the Urban Renewal Act, lands do not belong to the
government delineated renewal areas. In order to promote the redevel-
opment of their lands or to improve the living environment in the area
that has not been designated to implement their renewal, the owners of
the lands and legally-owned buildings can be designated as renewal
units as such in accordance with the standards for designating renewal
units as determined by the authority. Article 10 indicates that the own-
ers of the lands and legally-owned buildings of an area that has been
designated for renewal may themselves designate the renewal units as
per renewal units defined by the authority, or based on the criteria for
designating a renewal unit, conduct a public hearing. They may then

present a business summary together with the public hearing records to

Assistant Professor, Department of Land Management, Feng Chia University;
Ph.D. in the Department of Public Law, University of Freiburg, Germany.
Received: December 19, 2011; accepted: July 16, 2012
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the municipal, county (city) authority to apply for approval. Finally,
they can organize a renewing group to implement the urban renewal
business of that area or entrust it to an urban renewal business institu-
tion for implementation. However, is the promotion of the redevelop-
ment of their lands or the improvement of the living environment in the
area in the public interest? Can we allow such designated acts to be
implemented by private concerns themselves? Moreover, since the
urban renewal areas have been designated, lands and buildings within
these areas will be renewed. This article discusses the relevent legal
points of views relating to the standards of the designation of urban
renewal, the basis of delineation, and relief procedures. This article can
help to clarify related disputes and to resolve the above-mentioned

issues.

Keywords: Urban Planning, Urban Renewal, Renewal Units, Public Interest,
Due-process Principle, Proportion Principle, Law Reservation
Principle, Delegation Doctrine, The Principle of Prohibiting Un-
reasonable Knot
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