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The Context of Prohibition against
Human Trafficking in Late Qing
and the Republic of China

Yuan-Sheng Huang’

Abstract

In traditional China, the emperors always divided their people into
different social classes of different statuses of law according to their
social status, professions and so on. Apparently, it was a hierarchy of
social order. After the Han Dynasty, especially from the Tang Code to
the Great Qing Legal Code, slaves were ranked as untouchables. The

names of slaves were diverse. In the Tang Dynasty, for example, they
included Puchu ( #i @ ) , Kenu ( Z4% ), Yuehjen ( # A ) , Tsahu
(% F ) ,Kuanhu ( B /) and Nupi ( %% ) . In the Qing Dynasty,
the intellectuals, farmers, workmen and businessmen were included in
upper social statuses, and Nupi, Changyu ( #§1% ) and Litsu ( 3% )
were in a lower class.
In different dynasties, there had always been a prohibition against
human trafficking, but not including slaves. What was the system be-
hind the legal norm? In the 21* century, why are there still two crimes

of “compelling people as slaves” and “trading people” in the criminal

Professor, Department of Law, Fu Jen Catholic University; Ph.D. in Law, National
Taiwan University.
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law of R.O.C.? The issue is concerned with the development of human
rights in the late Qing Dynasty and the R.O.C., so it deserves to be re-
searched very carefully.

An intriguing aspect of legal history is between the change and the
unchanged. Why was the history of the slave trade so long? Why was
the phenomenon changed in the late Qing Dynasty? To research the his-
torical fact is not only to know “what” but also to know “why”, even
connecting the past with the present and the future to search its mean-

ing.
Keywords: Nupi (#4% ) , the Mixture of Goods and People, Human Traf-

ficking, Human Rights, Late Qing Dynasty and Republic of
China
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