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From World Trends to
Generational Justice: Lowering the
Voting Age and Youth Political
Participation in Taiwan

Yen-Chi Liu’
Abstract

Several constitutional amendments were ratified by the congress in
Taiwan since the 1990s. The proposal of lowering the voting age,
however, has remained an unfinished business over the past 25 years.
Lowering the minimum voting age means giving the youth more rights
to political participation to address its underrepresentation in the
congress and unequal allocation of resources. This paper examines the
legal history of advocacy for lowering the voting age in Taiwan,
discourses of political parties and civic organizations, as well as actions
for amending Article 130 of the Constitution and Article 7 of the
Referendum Act. This paper also analyzes how these discourses have

9 ¢

changed from “following the world trends,” “meeting equal rights and
responsibilities” to pursuing “generational justice.” This paper
concludes that an investigation into the legal history of lowering the

voting age helps us to rethink the meaning of the minimum age
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threshold and its relationship with democracy and policy-making, and
to seek future legal opportunities for the public participation of the

youth.

Keywords: Article 130 of the Constitution, Constitutional Amendment,
Minimum Voting Age, Voting Rights, Election, Youth, Children
and Juveniles, Political Participation, Political Maturity, Legal

History
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