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A Critical Analysis of
Restorative Youth Justice: From
Juvenile’s Best Interests to
Balanced Restorative Approach

Ju-Yuan Hsieh’
Abstract

The recent Restorative Youth Justice has become one of the most
important topics of criminal policies. The Balanced Restorative Justice
emphasizes that community, victim, and offender should receive
balanced attention. And all three should gain tangible benefits from
their interactions with the juvenile justice system.

However, in the prevailing penal climate and movements of
victim’s rights, the principles of restorative justice may be narrowly
interpreted to give undue weight to the responsibilisation of youth
offenders. The end result is that the socio-economic causes of juvenile
delinquency will be obscured.

This article aims to offer a critical analysis of restorative youth
justice while also elaborate on the process of youth offender’s remorse,
the expectation of remorse in youth court, the negative effects of giving

undue weight to the responsibilisation of youth offenders, and
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reintegration in restorative justice theory and practices, hoping that the

idea of restorative justice will be better secured.

Keywords: Juvenile, Youth Offender, Youth Act, Restorative Justice, Victim
Involvement, Victim Impact Statements, Best Interests, Youth
Development, Responsibility, Accountability, Remorse, Social

Inclusion, Reintegrate
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